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BROOKE GOES TO BROOKLYN 
 
Here is another story from an awesome UT student. Brooke 
Morton always holds her light high and is a very impactful per-
son at the Christian Student Center. If you have not met her, I  
(Jordan Andershock) highly encourage you to acquaint yourself 
with this servant of Christ. Brooke spent most of her summer 
break in New York City doing some incredible work and brought 
back many amazing stories. Here is her first hand account of 
the trip: 
 
For three months this summer, I worked in New York City with The 
Center for Student Missions. Each week I hosted a new group of 
high school students from all over the country. Students came 
from as far as Texas, Washington, Alabama, and Michigan to serve 
in the city. As a city host, my job was to get to know the students, 
to educate them about urban ministry, to guide them to ministry 
sites, and to serve alongside them. I also guided prayer tours 
throughout Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, and The Bronx.  
 
Working with high schoolers amongst the poor and broken in New 
York was to say the least quite an adventure. I, along with seven 
other interns, lived with over 100 students each week in the oldest 
functioning church in New York in the neighborhood of Flatbush. 
On a typical day, I would have breakfast (as early as 4:45 a.m.) 
with my students, lead them on subways to our first ministry site, 
serve with them, take them to a park or landmark to eat our sack 
lunches, lead them to another ministry site and serve there, eat 
dinner at an ethnic restaurant, and debrief my students about 
their experiences of the day before heading to bed and starting 
again. As you might guess, it was a whirlwind.  
 
The Center for Student Missions partners with ministries that are 
varied but all are rewarding and eye-opening experiences for stu-
dents. Students were able to make a tangible difference in the 
lives of New Yorkers as they served for a week. Among my favorite 
ministry partners were NY Common Pantry and Food Bank of New 
York City who provide thousands of meals to New York families 
each week. When we served in these locations, students sorted 
mass quantities of nonperishable food, assisted clients in pantries, 
and served hot meals in kitchens. Operation Exodus was another of 
my favorite ministry partners. It is a faith-based after school pro-
gram that caters primarily to Dominican families in three bor-
oughs. Operation Exodus focuses on college readiness beginning in 
kindergarten, and the children were apt to run up to volunteers 
chattering about their desires to become scientists or doctors even 
at five years old. The students and I also served with a ministry 
called New York City Relief Bus. With Relief Bus, a red bus parks 
each day in a different neighborhood and provides soup, bread, 
water, socks, hygiene kits, and prayer to the homeless. The Relief 
Bus does not only meet tangible needs; its employees form rela-
tionships with the homeless and then refer them to services to ob-
tain alcohol and drug addiction counseling, mental health services, 
and assistance obtaining housing and jobs.  
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Continued from the front... 
 
The prayer tours that I led as a city host were meant to help students see the city though God’s eyes. Dur-
ing the tours, we commuted by subway to landmarks or areas that were in need and prayed over them as a 
group. For example, during the Manhattan Prayer Tour students learned about and prayed over immigra-
tion at the Statue of Liberty, over-crowding and cultural reconciliation in Chinatown, human trafficking in 
Times Square, wage gaps in East Harlem, and the events of September 2001 at the World Trade Center be-
fore concluding the tour by walking across The Brooklyn Bridge.  
 
Through all of the business of my job and the crowding of the city, God still managed to change my heart 
in New York. He provided rest when I needed it most and encouragement through an amazing group of 
coworkers and weekly worship at a church called The Dream Center. While it may seem likely that I would 
have become desensitized to the sheer amount of brokenness in the city, the contrary is true. God broke 
my heart in New York. Over the weeks, my compassion for God’s people only grew. With 9 million New 
Yorkers who desperately need to know our Savior, the importance of ministry became clearer to me. As my 
senior year begins, I am grateful to serve as the Service & Missions Coordinator at the Christian Student 
Center and as a faith intern at JustLead until God calls me somewhere else.  

Jennifer and Johanna Ellis help students  
pass out fliers at the CSC booth. 

Katie Buehler serves lunch at the CSC for the first 
time, with veteran volunteer, Rose Mary Pryor.  

Students huddle in prayer for unity at the CSC’s 
Thursday night Bible Study, Encounter.  

Students usher in UT’s football season  
with the first of many tailgate parties.  


